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An important element of success in auy conaiet 
is a correct estimate of the forces to be opp »sed. A 
careful survey of the situation u a profitable study 
at the close of one year of labor and the commence- 
ment of another. It ig wise to look all our difficul- 
ties and dangers in the face, and recoimt all our 
victories, neither exaggerating or under-estimating 
one or the other. Thus shall we be able to enter 
intelligently, hopefully and valiantly on the work 
before via. Our ardent hope outran our judgment 
when we fancied that the close of four years of war 
would consummate our work and the glorious 
triumph of human freedom in our land. Dazzled 
by the brightness which burst upon us; over- 
whelmed with the joy and gratitude with which we 
hailed the iubilant proclamation that the destnic- 
tion of American Slavery was decreed by the high- 
est law of the land, wo verily thought, as we saw 
that giant Upas tremble, and heard the deafening 
crash of its fall, that leaf and twig, fruit and blossom, 
mighty trunk and wide-spreading root, would speed- 
ily wither and die. Now, after two years of wfttoh- 
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ing and earnest effort to complete its destruotiou, as 
we see the vigor witL which it strives to send new 
roots into the soil where it lies, as we feel the pois- 
onous miasma with which it fills the air, we do noi. 
account our deep and 1 ud rejoicings over its fall 
premature or excessive ; but do all the more heartily 
give thanks that the death-blow was no longer de- 
layed. 

The conflict between Slavery and Freedom which 
was fought with steel and fire, on fields of bloody for 
four years, is now transferred to another arena. 
In Congress and State Legislatures, in Courts, on 
Platforms and in Pulpits ; in our streets and market 
places, it is still going on. The weapons are 
changed; the conflict is the same. The question 
which agitates this entire country is simply this : 
Shall the colored man possess and enjoy his freedom, 
and his rights as a man ; or shall he be deprived of 
a portion of such freedom and rights, on account of 
his color ? The statement of the question seems 
sufficient to show its a jsurdity, and would be so if 
men wsre not drunken with power and pride, and 
thus debased in intellect as well as in heart. Yet 
such has been the vitiating influence of slavery 
upon tuis people, that, to-day, this is the question 
which their leaders are discussing, and before which 
political parties stand trembling. 

The progress of the cause of freedom during the 
past year has been marked by many events worthy 



5 



of record. We are yet so uii&.3custoiaod to the aewr 
order of things that we read with surprise as 
as delight the report of public meetings of colored 
and white man in Ssyannah, in Charleston and in 
Columbia, assembled for the parpose of discussing 
questions of state and national polity. Such meet- 
ings have been held in nearly all the Southern 
States : and the rights of ;he black man have bean 
formally, if not cheerfully, acknowledged in resolu- 
tions and addresses. 

Testimony of negroes in a suit where both parties 
were white has been admitted in a court in Vir- 
ginia for the first time, by virtue of a new law of 
that State. An important decision by Chief Justice 
Chase has set free from a new form of slavery, 
called apprenticeship, a certain child in Maryland, 
and thereby established a legal claim to freedom 
from similar bonds on the part of thoua^nds of 
other colored children ir that State. 

In the City of Charleston, the right of colored 
persons to use the street cars has been decreed aa4 
maintained, and even in New Orleans colored men 
sit on a grand jury. But the most cheering indica- 
tion of progress in the South is found in the char- 
acter and action of the Conventions called by the 
people, in accordance with the Beconstruction Laws 
of Congress, for the purpose of forming Constitu- 
tions for the Southern States. It is true th»t the elec- 
tion of the large majorities of loyal delegates to th^ao 
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Conventions was, in many instances, the result of 
ike &ot that the white aristocracy, in their pride and 
anger, refused to vote; but this only insured . to 
the Ckjnventiona a higher moral tone, and threw the 
power of the State, for the hour, into the hands of 
the friends of the black man's freedom. If these 
aristocratic rebels should persevere in this mani- 
festation of their dignity a few months longer, the 
loyal people of those States, white and black may 
be able to adopt, by large majorities, Constitutions 
which shall acknowledge the equal right of all men, 
without distinction of color, to protection of law, 
and to citizenship. It seemed a promise for good, 
as well as a memorable instance of poetic justice, 
that the Convention of Alabama, composed as it 
was of judges, lawyers, planters and merchants of 
the State, members of her former legislatures, oJ05- 
cers and privates of the rebel army, and colored 
men whom all these classes had trampled under their 
proud feet, held its sessions, day srffcer day, in the 
very building where, seven years ago, the Confede- 
rate Congress sat and announced that slavery was 
the corner-stone of their new government; and 
defied the moral sense of the world. 

Wc hail as cheering signs of the times the an- 
iK)uncement that the National Anti-Slavery Stand- 
ard is publicly offered fox £ Ae in Baltimore and New 
Orleans ; that it goes regularly to these cities, and 
to Charleston, Richmond, ^^^ashville Memphis and 
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Mobile; that black men havQ been appointed to 
clerkships in the Oustom House at New Orleans; 
thaf; the National Council Union League of Ameri- 
ca demands " universal manhood suffrage and 
that many presses, both in the north and the south, 
echo that demand. The music of that old slave' 
auction bell of Beaufort, which now calls freed 
' children to school, is ringing out a glorious promise 
for the future. We listen to catch its glad new 
tones, and while we respond with fervent thanks* 
giving, there is borne to us along the electric wires, 
the thrilling message, " Brazil is free 1" 

Our review of the year does not furnish so many 
tokens of progress in the North as we have some- 
times been able to record. A victory which, in our 
last Annual Eeport, we announced as nearly won, 
has been accomplished. We rejoice io record the 
fact that our city is no longer disgraced by the ex- 
clusion of her colored citizens from her railway cars. 
On the 22d of March, 1867, Gov. Geary signed the 
bill passed by our Legislature, requiring all railroad 
companies in this State to carry all persons without 
distinction of co' . and imposing a hea^^y penalty 
npon any office agent of such companies who 
should require colored persona to occupy any par- 
ticular seats on account of their compiexioa. For 
the honor of Philadelphia, we regret that her reli- 
gion was too corrupt or to weak to wipe out this 
blot upon her fame, without the interference of 
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Staie legislation. For the honor of Pennsylvania's 
Judioiarj, we regret tbat the decisions and interpe- 
trations of coaimon law were i>ot a sufficient protec- 
tion for the rights of the weak and helpless ; but 
as the pulpit and the bench failed to enforce this 
pimple justice, we rejoice that the legislature of the 
Stat.e put its hand to the work, and accomplished it 
so thoroughly. 

We welcome, as a valuable auxiliary to the cause 
of freedoax, The Morning Post, a daily paper estab- 
lished in this city within the last year. Its indepen- 
dent attitude towards all political parties, its just 
and fearless criticism of men and principles, and its 
brave defence of the rights of the colored man, have 
elevated it to a moral plane seldom occupied by a 
daily newspaper. 

While we rejoice in every victory won, and 
promptly hail every new token of coming triumphs, 
we cannot, ought not to, overlook the fact that the 
spirit and temper of the Southern Rebels has not 
been changed by their defeat m battle. When they 
surrendered their cannon to Gen. Grant, they did 
not surrender their hearts to the just claims of their 
slaves, nor did they feel or say, " We are verilj 
guilty concerning our brother," Yielding to force 
which they could no longer resist, they retired from 
that contest in sullen pride and hate, determined to 
renew it in another arena, as soon as possible. And 
they have renewed it, and are carrying it on with 
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the same zeal and persistency and cruelty, the sam<s 
utter disregard of justice and truth that character- 
ized their slaveholding, and made them, in their 
treatment of prisoners taken in war, a disgrace to 
civilization. This spirit and purpose is so plainly 
known and read of all men that it seems scarcely 
necessary for us to array facts in its proof. 

Already, with unblushing insolence, are they 
appealing to the Supreme Court of the Nation for 
a decision against the constitutionality of the legis- 
lation of Congress, on the ground that they were 
not participants in it. It has been said, with great 
truth and force, that " it would be impossible to 
find another instance in history in which the pro- 
moters of an organized rebellion, having appealed 
to the sword, and suffered decisive defeat, have sub- 
sequently been permitted to arraign the authority 
of the conqueror, and plead, with all the forms of 
law, for the issues which they had striven to uphold 
on the battle-field." 

They have sternly set themselves to resist all 
efforts to protect the freedom of the colored man ; 
they not only dec.y his right to the ballot, but they 
loudl; ieclare that nothing but military force shall 
ever induce them to submit to what they call "negro 
supremacy ;" by which they mean the exercise of 
the suffrage by colored men. Towards those freed- 
men who attempt to exercise this right, and towards 
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Iheir friends who olaira it for tbem, these rebels 
" breathe, out threatening and slaughter." 

The Memphis Appeal says : 

"The rescue of the South from the niter damnation that 
seems abont io fall upon and overwhelm us all, is only to be 
ejected by restoring the powers of the government to the 
hands of white men ; and dentin ^ to the negro, now and for' 
ever, withovi exception or quaiification, the right to vote. To 
effect this only do we etraifgle. 

" Between us and the black inan there can be no other 
relation than that of patron end client, linless he is fooi 
enough io ntalte himself a danger and a nuisance in the 
State, li he will keep his proper place we will to the 
utmost of cur power and inBusnce secure to him his ftee? 
dom and his civil rights, and none shall oppress or make him 
afraid, if we can prevent it. If he is not content with that 
it may be that he will hy and by have to be content with leas ; 
and if so, be may thank those for it who have misled him. 

" To give these ignorant, stupid sans-adottea the right to 
vote in municipal afi'airs, and to elect the mayors and alder- 
dermen of cities, is a union of villainy and absurdity so des> 
picable that it would provoke a sardonic smile on the 
coontenance of Beelzebub. To any who has given them 
that right we would vote nothing but ahalter; for, compt'zd 
with it, robbery and murder are landable acts and merito> 
riouB services done the Commonwealth." 

The Mobile Advertisei' says : 

*' The detestable work ol the herd of adventuring scound- 
rels and ignorant negroes assembled at Montgomery is com- 
plete, and the ' abomination of abominations,' as it came 
from their hands, is to be submitted, in the shape of a mon- 
strous thing named a coa?titution, to what its fiendish au- 
thors call the snffniges of the people." 
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The Charlottesville (Va.) Chronicle, comments 
thus on the result of the election in that State in 
October last : 

" By Tuesday's work the negroes have set their seal to 
their doom. There is no longer any peace. The qaestioQ 
now 13, who shall occupy and rule the tetritory between forty 
and thirty-two degrees north latitude — the blacks or the 
whites." 

The Lyrichburg Virginian, on the same occasion, 
utters a isimilar threat : 

. " It only remain)} for the white people of Virginia to look 
to theii* interest and labor to protect it. They shonld con- 
cert mt^asures without delay to fill the State with white la- 
borers from the North and from Europe. The^ must crowd 
the negro out. They must rid the state of an element that 
will hinder its prosperity ; an element that, nnder the iufla- 
enca of base white demagogues — themselves withoat pro- 
perty — would tax the property of others to relieve them* 
selves of .obligation to educate their children and care for 
their paupers." 

The Lynchburg News recommends the persecution 
of the freedmen of Virginia in the following lan- 
guage: 

" We are gratified to learn that one hundred and fifty 
negroes, employed at the "Wythe Iron Mines, all of whona 
voted the straight-out Radical ticket, were discharged on 

Tuesday by the owner of the works. This is precisely the 
step which every employer should take." 

The Petersburg {Va.) Index joins thij .ueroiless 

hunt, and criea: 

" Send them adrift unhesitatingly. Let them leara how 
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unsatisfactory are the hnaks apoa which the Badicals would 
hate them feed. They will 8oba weary of the diet, and then, 
when they have proved repentance, let them return and be 
assisted in their efforts to become worthy people. Bat the 
offence has been g^evons, and the penance should be serere, 
and the conversion mast be proved by works. Until it ia 
established they should be shunned as enemies." 

" Let no man sleep under your roof, break your bread, 
drink of your cup, who has spoken at the polls in favor of 
that party which wotdd despoil your house, embitter your 
crust with slavery, and fill your cup with the poison of hu- 
mutation." 

These are specimens of the teachings of the 
Southern press, and afker reading them we are not 
surprised when an eye-witness in Alabama w/ites : 
" The persecution here is frightful. No Northern 
men can believe it. You have nothing of the kind 
by which you can make any comparison." Nor are 
we greatly astonished by the statement that in the 
South, "since the surrender in 1865, over eight 
thousand loyal white and black men have been 
wantonly murdered^ and no efforts made by the 
civil authorities to arrest and punish the murderers." 
This spirit of slavery, for such it is. incited a furious 
mob to assault and attempt to take the life of Hon. 
Wm, D. Kelley, while he was addressing a meeting 
of citizens in Mobile. 

Of its recent manifestations in Tennessee, Cap- 
tain Kirk, commander of a company of State 
Guards, stationed in Madison County, writing to 



Qeu. Cooper, saya : " No ujiion man, black ox wUite, 
oao live liere in peace and safety/' At Jackson, in 
that State, a thousand armed men took poasesf ioc 
of the polls, on the day of the election ia September, 
drove away the State Militia, seized the certificates 
of the Freedmen, overawed the judges of the election 
and drove the commissioners from the town. 

From Kentucky similar testimony comes. A 
friend of the colored people writes from Evansvill^v 
Indiana^ to a religious paper in the Korth : 

" We read, almost dailj, of marders, araona, and robber- 
ies perpetrated against the rights of colored peraons in tM 
Soothern States ; bat there are outrages perpetratidd in HfcA 
State of Kentacky, o^ wlilch as yet nothiaf faa^ ib«to p/^? 
Usfaed. I refer to the fact that colored perMpt, anantly 
ohildreo and yoatb, are kdd as slaves in ih^tBUie.'' "Tk^ 
obildren are not called slaves, (this is an agly woindl) but ap- 
prentices. To all intents and porposes they are slaveti ; dmf 
they are treated, if possible, with greater cmelty t^ftih^ 
were before the var." " iUl aloDg tbis Ohio liMr IMif 
are parents whose children are thb« heiii in bondtft to 
KentQcky. Many of the fathers were soldiers in Pvipt 
Army ; and they dare not veotore across the river after tbeir 
chUdren." 

Gen. Grant's Beport as Secretary of Wjir, 9tatdd 

that " apprerOicesk^ in Maryland still holds Ift^ 
numbers of colored children in virtual i^aveiy. 
The evils and cruelties resulting &om this syfltem^ 
sanctioned by the State laws, are matters of coii- 
staat complaint. As many as two thousand cas^ 
have been presented in a single county." 
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It is to be hoped that the deoision of Chief Jaa* 
tioe Chase on one of these cases, whioh we have 
cited, will be applied for the emaaoipation of these 
" thousands." 

In keeping with such manifestations , of spirit and 
purpose, is the law which was passed by the Legis- 
lature of Louisiana about a year ago, providing for 
public schools for white children of the city of 
Baton Bouge, and enacting that no property within 
the limits of that city should be taxed for the sup- 
port of " any other ichool." These are the people 
who demand that the Freedmen's Bureau shall be 
abolished, who persecute to the extent of their 
power the teachers of the Freedmen's Associations, 
and who accuse the negro of stupidity and igno- 
rance. But their fear of the power of the North 
and the increasing intelligence of the negroes of the 
South, keeps pace with their wrath ; and they are 
already seeking fresh victims for their tyranny when 
those whom they have so long oppressed shall be 
wholly rescued from their grasp. The XJ. S. Vice 
Consul at Havana has informed our government 
that he has reason to believe " that an extensive 
scheme is on foot for the introduction of Coolie la- 
bor in the South." And these wretched creatures 
have actually been brought from Cuba to New 
Orleans, and are employed on the platitatioas of 
Louisiana. 

This record of evidence that our Nation is not 
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j«t ooovertdd to the love of justtoe, is not wholly 
confined to the Soutk There is a long list of oa^ 
rages on the rights of the colored man, which can* 
not be attributed vo the rage of a defeated armj and 
a conquered people. The people of the North, who 
owe their victory on the batde-field, and, conse- 
qtbantly, their national existence to-day to the aid 
of their colored soldiery, are guilty of acts >f injui4< 
tioe and meanness towards those loyal and magnani- 
mous coadjutors, which we blush to record. During 
the last year, the voters of Ohio have rejected a 
State Constitutional Amendment which their Legisla- 
ture had proposed, which would have given to col- 
ored men the power to exercise their right of sof' 
frage. Kansas followed the bad example, and 
stained her name with the same deed of injustice. 
New Jersey, by her Legislature, was in advance of 
both, in adding to her shame by voting to continue 
the disfranchisement of her colored citizens. The 
resolution which proposed to establish negro suf- 
frage was defeated by a majority of fifteen mem- 
bers, of whom thirteen were Mepublieans. In the 
results of the October and November elections, the 
Kepublican Party reaped a bitter harvest of their 
own sowing. The ballots which would have saved 
them from defeat they had, in their pride or their 
cowardice, withheld from the hands of their colored 
fellow-citizens. No wonder l.hat a shout of joy and 
a yell of defiance went >ip from all Eebeidon? in re- 
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irponse to the returns of tliose elections. No wonder 
that tbey insulted Ohio and Pennsylyanla by con- 
gi«ti>lating one another that these States " lie be- 
tween Massachusetts and Louisiana and exclaimed, 
in their joy, " As to the black suffrage question, 
both parties. Democratic and Badioal, met in oom- 
msm accord to wipe it out." And in proportioa ts? 
tbe aid and gomfort which the results of these elee^ 
li^a ftirnished the rebels in the South, were the 
diflBoulties which they placed in the path of her few 
k)yftl sons who are struggling to save her from 
ulteir ruin, and to secure to her colored population 
the fhjedom which she is madly striving to wrest 
from tbeir eager grasp. 

The same spirit which withholds the ballot from 
the colored man, prompted the cruel decision of 
Judge Agnew, in the Supreme Court of Pennsylva- 
iiia, in the ease of the Philadelphia and West (Jhes- 
♦er Bailroad Company versus Mary B. Miles. This 
decision sustained the Company in forcibly ejecting 
a o^ored person from their cars, because she claimed 
imd exeroised the same right to choose a seat which 
i« claimed and exercised by white travellers ; and 
t^sed to occupy a seat designated as proper for 
soknred persons. The opinion delivered by the 
jHclge is equally remarkable for the sophistry by 
which he endeavors to enforce hia decision, and the 
cruelty with which he taunts our colored citizens 
with their exohision from civil and political offices. 
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Happily, the act of our Legislature at its last sesaipQ 
(subsequent to the comraeucemeat of this suit, which 
was carried by appeal to our Supreme Court) pre- 
vents the recurrence of such judicial wrong ; but the 
odium of this injustice will cling to our Supreme 
Court, and especially to Judge Agnew, until they 
shall obliterate its memory by " works meet for re- 
pentance." 

We notice, with surprise and sorrow, that one or 
two members of our State Legislature seem to be 
seeking odious notoriety by proposing the repeal of 
the law which opened our city cars to the us.e.of 
the colored people. At the opening of the session, 
Mr. Wallace, of Clearfield Co., proposed, in the Seji» 
ate, an act repealing the act of March 22, 1867 ; 
and, at a somewhat later period, Mr. Deise, of Clin? 
ton Co., reported to the House, from the Judiciary 
Committee, the following bill : 

"Be it enacted, That the act approved March 22d. 1867, 
entitled ' An act making it an offence to exclude negroes 
from railroad cars,' is hereby repealed." 

This bill was immediately referred back to the 
Judiciary Committee, by a vote of forty-two ayes 
(Republican) and thirty- »n. to nays (Democrats). On 
the same day, Mr. Deise reported, from the Commit- 
tee, another bill prohibiting negroes from riding in 
our cars. Mr. Mann, of Potter Co., stated that " th« 
majority of the Committee had not agreed to the 
bill ; but that the Democrats who were on the Com-. 
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mittee liatd hap^uod to 5nd themselves in povw, 
in.oonseaqence of tfce necessaty absence of aome of 
1tk» Beprttiailicaiis." He thought that the bill ought 
to b« recommitted, and this was done. We do not 
believe that our Legislature will enact this injustice 
by statute, or that it will withdraw from the victims 
of a crttel and volgar prejudice the protection which 
it extended to them a year ago. For the honof of 
our State, and for the sake of justice, we call upon 
them to go forward in the work thus begun, and 
abolish the odious distinctions of race and color, 
which are still made in our public schools. It is 
time that Pennsylvania should cease from the dis 
honesty and meanness of taxing a portion of her 
citizens for the support of high schools and schools 
of other gradra to which they are not permitted to 
send their own children. 

This cursory view of the present condition of our 
couiifery will help us to estimate the dangers which 
threaten our cause, aa well as to murk the triumphs 
which it has achieved. No one can overlook the 
danger which confronts the freedman in the deter- 
mined purpose of his quondam master to reduce 
him to some form of slavery ; for this is an obvious 
peril, though by no means the greatest. The com- 
batants^ defeated on Southern battle-fields and put 
to Sight at Gettysburg, might be easily vanquished 
in the new arena where they have marshalled their 
fofces, if the zeal and courage of the whole North 
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wooidf oppose to them as solid a front new as it did 
then. Nor in that case should we be muoh alarmed 
bj the rebellious spirit of the Border States, dis- 
played in Maryland's demand for compensation for 
her slaves, and Delaware's veto (uttered through her 
Supreme Oourt) of the Civil Bights bill of the last 
Congress, and Kentucky's heavy majorities in favor 
of the enemies of freedom. The exorcism of the.de* 
moa of slavary is necessarily attended by struggles 
such as theso. 

But there are other dangers which, perhaps, we 
did not anticipate, and which we must calmly look 
in the face. One of these is the action and present 
attitude of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
The decision of the Chief Justice, in April last> 
which recognized the rights of States which had re- 
belled and seceded from the Federal Government, to 
enter salts as States before that Court, alarmed all 
thoughtful friends of freedom. From present indica- 
tions there is reason to fear that this Court, if net 
prevented by Congress, will be induced by Andrew 
Johnson to declare the Eeconstruction laws of i;hat 
body unconstitutional. Another source of danger 
to oar cause and our country is the defection from 
high principle and the timidity of the Rispublican 
party. The comment of the venerable Thaddeus 
Stevens upon the results of the B'ali elections, was : 
" The Eepublicans haYe been acting a most cow- 
ardly part, and have m6t a coward's fete." It seems 
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as though a moderate degree of intelligence was suf- 
ficient to convince ihosc 1;, that its strength lay 
in its fidelity to the rights of the colored maii, and 
that no course could be so nearly fatal to itself as 
the attempt to occupy a neutral position, or to adopt 
halfway measures, relative to the question which is 
agitating the whole country. Yet, notwithstanding 
the entreaties of their Southern allies, that they would 
not fail to secure the establishment of equal politi- 
cal rights throughout the Union ; notwithstanding 
the earnest warnings of some of the most prominent 
members of the party, that they would be defeated 
on any other platform, and the pathetic appeals for 
justice from the colored defenders of the nation's 
life, the majority of the party have shrunk from 
boldly meeting this issue. The Union League of 
this city contents itself with admitting the necessity 
of negro suffrage in the South, and lacks either the 
justice or the courage to demand it for the colored 
man of the North. The apparent willingness of the 
party to nominate for the Presidency a man whose 
moral and political principles are almost unknown, 
because he is regarded as an available candidate, is 
an indication of moral weakness, which is severely 
rebuked by the noble reoly of the colored men iu 
Virginia to an agent of the Eepublican Congress- 
ional Committee, who endeavored to convince theoi 
chat if the}'- voted for a certain .Radical candidate 
they would suSer defeat : " We will take defeat with 
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this man rafclier than victory with a man we cannot 
trust/' The party might have learned a valuable 
lesson from the resnit of the election in Tennessee, 
last summer, when they triumphed by the aid of 
the votes of freedmeU; whom no threats could terrify 
and no bribes or flatteries win to the opposite party- 
But as only honest men learn that honesty is the 
best policy," so only just men learn that justice is 
the higliest expediency. 

The Proceedings of the Fortieth Congress thus 
far eneble us to form an estimate of the moral 
strength of the leaders of the Republican party, and 
consequently of the degree of confidence which abo- 
litionists may safely repose in them. At the date of 
our last Annual Report we were looking, hopefully 
and anxiously, for such prompt and officient action 
from this body as should correct the mistakes and 
supply the deficiencies of the Thirty-Ninth Congress. 
Especially did we, in common with a large part of 
the nation, look to them to impeach and depose the 
traitor President, Andrew Johnson. They assem- 
bled and adjourned twice before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House, to whom was referred the duty 
of examining the charges o.u v/hich Mr. Ashley had 
impeached the Fresideui, were read^ to make their 
report. On the 25th ef November that Committee 
reported that, In their opinion, Andrew Johnson was 
"guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors," and 
ought to be impeached by the House. After long 
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and earnest discussion, during which his violations 
of law, his defiance of the authority of Congress, and 
his active sympathy with rehels against the Govern- 
ment, were clearly set forth, the vote of the B.ouse 
was taken, on the 7th of December, upon the ques- 
tion of his impeachment, and the result was, ayes 
57, nays 108, sixty-five Eepublicans voting in the 
negative. 

Thus, after a long and spirited conflict with the 
President, consisting of rigid legislation on one side, 
responded to by vetoes on the other ; laws promptly 
enacted over his vetoes, and met by his obstinate 
refusal to execute them; arrogant and insolent 
threats from the Executive, and much brave talking 
by the legislators. Congress surrendered to Andrew 
Johnson. What defence those sixty-five Republic- 
ans have to offer for this cowardly betrayal of a peo- 
ple's trust the nation waits to hear. For any defence 
which will satisfy h.earts loyal to freedom, it will 
wait in vain. Those members of Congress who zea- 
lously advocated the impeachment of the President, 
and ea^'nestly labored to accomplish it, will be re- 
membered and honored as true patriots, who scorned 
to sav-irifice their country's prosperity to schemes of 
perHO?"!;'.] ambition or party success. 

Much of the legislation of the Fortieth Congress 
has been eminently favorable to freedom, and that 
fact excited hope that thai body v/ould not fail to 
provide for the execution of its lawa. Very early m 
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its first session a joint resolution was passed by both 
Houses suspending all proceedings in reference to 
payment for slaves drafted or received as volunteers 
in the military service of the United States. In 
July, a bill providing that persons in the District of 
Columbia shall be eligible to ofSce, without distinc- 
tion of race or color, was introduced in the Senate 
by Mr. Sumner, was passed by both Houses, and 
sent to the President for his signature. Within the 
next ten days Congress adjourned, and the bill thus 
failed to become a law. On the 21st of November, 
the first day of the present session, Mr. Sumner 
asked leave to introduce an exact copy of this bill, 
and in December it was again passed by both Houses. 
The adjournment for the holidays left this unfortu- 
nate bill again in the President's pocket ; and when 
the Senate reassembled the question whether or not 
it had become a law by the President's failure to re- 
turn it, was referred to the Judiciary Committee, and 
has not yet been answered. 

In March, 1867, a bill v/as passed by large ma- 
jorities in both Houses, providing for the election of 
delegates to Conventions to be held in the South, 
for the purpose of forming State Constitutions. This 
bill required that all male citi^sens of the United 
States over twenty-one years of age should be regis- 
tered as voters for such delegates, in t]ieir respect- 
ive counties or parishes. The President, true to his 
rebel sympathies, vetoed this bill, and it immediately 
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became a law by the requisite two-thirds majorities 
in both Houses. In July another Supplementary 
Beeonstruction Bill, of great importance, was passed, 
which received from Andrew Johnson the same 
characteristic response, and by the prompt action oi 
Congi'ess became a law in the usual way. This bill 
invested the General of the U. S. Array with all 
powers of suspension, removal, appointment and 
detail of all civil and military officers in the dis- 
loyal states ; and gave the same authority (subject 
to the approval of the General) to District Comman- 
ders. In December, the House, in response to that 
portion of the President's Message wldch recom- 
mended the repeal of the Reconstruction laws, 
passed a Resolution affirming their necessity, and 
pledging itself never " to take one retrograde step 
from its advanced position in promoting the cause 
of equal rights, nor to deviate from its fixed pur- 
pose of protecting all men as equal before the law." 
In January, 1868, the Reconstruction Committee 
reported, and the House adopted, another bill, limi- 
ting the power of the President, and requiring the 
General of the Army to enforce aU the provisions ot 
the Eeconstr 110 Lion ia«^s. Th''- bill is no?f peoding 
in the Senate, Still more /.'i.^icai measures have 
been proposed in Coii. and attempts made to 
secure the freedom '.> -olored man from the 

violence or cunning oi /ut; enemies, by the protec- 
tion of the Federal Constitution. Resolutions and 
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a bill have been introduced and referred to the 
Judiciary Committees, proposing an amendment to 
the U. S. Constitution, which should declare that all 
persons born or naturalized in the tJnited States, 
and subject to the jurisdiction taereof, are citizens 
of the 0 nited States and of the States wherein they 
reside ; and making all such citizens electors. 

Thus has Congress sought to fetter bj iegisktiop 
the power of the President as much as possible. 
A far wiser and more manly course would have been 
to impeach and depose hlra, and thus relieve the 
Nation, wholly and forever, from his treasonable 
machinations. All their vigilance and ingenuity 
will fail to counteract wholly his evil infiu<^nce ; for 
while he is permitted to occupy the office of Presi- 
dent, the Constitution of the United States makes 
it impossible for Congress to legislate him out of 
power. 

Thus far, the Fortieth, like the Thirty-ninth 
Congress, has failed to perform the important work 
which the Nation had a right to expect from it. It 
has neither deposed Andrew Johnson,* nor adopted 

a proposed Amendment to rl-.e Federal Constitution 
securino' the freedom of the colored man of the South 

O 

by establishing his right of suffrage. All that it has 
done by legislation may be undone if it shall be left 

* Since this Keport was presented, Andrew Johnson lias 
been impeached by the House of Representatives. 

3 
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unsecured by the Constitutional seal. Its i-ecord is 
not yet complete ; and we will liope that before its 
adjournment it will do this deed of justice to the 
millions of our freedmen, and win the benediction 
of all true friends of liberty. 

During the past year twenty one States have rati - 
fied the Oonatitutional Amendment noticed in our 
last report, whicli provides for the reduction of the 
basis of representation, in any State in proportion 
to the number of male citizens over twenty-one 
years of age, who shall be denied the right of suf- 
frage by the State ; and on the 11th of January, a 
fteaolution declaring this Amendment valid was in- 
troduced in the Senate, and referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

It is due to the colored people of the South that 
we should record the fact that, during this transition 
period from slavery to freedom, their conduct has 
been marked by wisdom and patience which was 
scaxcely to be expected from a long-enslaved people. 
All that the persecutions, the taunts, and the pre- 
dictions of their enemies could do to provoke them 
to violence, was done, but to the disappointment of 
fierce Southern editors who had reiterated their loud 
alarms, the liprisiags never cainc, and tlio vicclaits 
of their hate patiently wait and trust that the Gov- 
ernment will do them justice. Abundant testimony 
in ilioii" favor is borne by impartiu'- T/itnesses in the 
Soui'i, by Judg.-; ''^Jiiderwood in Yirginis, and Judge 
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Fraser in Florida, the latter oi" whom testifies to the 

admirabk- manner in which dome of these newly 
emauoipatod slaves performed the duties of jurjmen. 
With unswerving fidelity they have cast their votes 
(when allowed to use the ballot) for the true friends 
of freedom, unawed by threats and unseduoed by 
bribes, which were freely used to win their votes 
for the oppotslag candidates, or to deter them from 
casting them in favor of their friends. Thus they 
have fully disproved the charge that they had not 
Sufficient intelligence to discern between the claims 
of opposing candidates. We have the testimony of 
the officers of the Freedmen's Bureau, that the ma- 
jority of recipients of their bounty are not colored 
persons. It is a rare thing for a President of the 
United States to bestow honors or offices upon men 
of the proscribed complexion. But when Andrew 
Johnson offered the position of Commissioner of 
the Freedmen's Bureau to three Northern colored 
men, 'successively, they instantly fathomed his mo- 
ti^e and scorned to become his tools. 

Our annual retrospect and inquiry into the present 
condition of our great cause necessarily leads us to 
the contemplation of the ivork before us. T/k- i^- 
ganfcic system of Ameriesiu siavevjj which laid its 
foundations so deep and reaix-d its battlements so 
high that it defied the moral forces of the nh-scteentli 
ceatary, has been overthro'-vn bv tliode forces, amidai 
the convulsions of war ; and beneath its mighty ruins 
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the Bepi|,^JAC is struggling for its life, m<k the freed-' 
meri fpx' t]i0 fi^ll rQ^H^atiou and security qf tfeei? 
free4o^l. The spirit of slavery still lives in our Iftnd, 
and wnges a fierce conflict with the spirit of Ub^rtjf, 
On the side of the former are the disappointed yebeja 
of tne South and the Democratic party of the North, 
Oa the side of the latter are all the hestrtg that be&t^ 
in sympathy with justice, all (he noble iastLicts of 
humanity, ail the strength which inheres in a righteou^i 
cause. The contest may be fierce and long, but wh<> 
can doubt the result? There is little danger that 
slavery, by its true name, can ever be restored in this 
nation. The North would spring to arms to prevent 
that ; the South is too sagacious to attempt it. And. 
if the anti-slavery men and women of the country 
stand faithfully at their posts, and vigilantly perform 
their duty, the frj^ntic efforts to restore it under other 
names, and to rob the frecdman of the very essence 
of his freedom, which now convulse the South, will 
be utterly defeated, and the world shall behold th^ 
American slave standing up a Man, full-panoplied 
with all the defences of an American citiKen. 

The contest will not cease, and our work will not 
be done, -until hia freedom is thus established and se- 
cured beyond peril. All theories of reconstruction 
which fail to provide for this, will fail to secure peace 
for t!'.: :i',ation» The true ^/hristian, the true patriot, 
must ^.viiiand without ceasing that the black njan's 
right to defend his freedom by the ballot shall be 



secured to him by the F^d^ral Oon^titutioo. and mi 
left to the poor protection of tbe laws or Coastitutions 
of restored rebel States. One of the great dailj 
joarnala of the North,— a newspaper whieb, from fch« 
commencement of the anti-slavery enteiprise, maai- 
fosted an intense hatred to it, and ;7hich annually 
nsed to supply inspiration to the mobs which assaulted 
our meetings,— has recently renewed the old cry that 
politics do not belong to the pulpit. No true minister 
of the Gospel, in the pulpit or out, will be moved by 
the Jidjurations or frightened by the ridicule of such 
editors. When it is a part of a nation's politics to 
oppress a large portion of its citizens, it is the especial 
duty of Christian ministers to cry aloud in rebuke of 
such wrong. In a country where the people compose 
both the church and the government, if they do not 
inspire their politics with their religion, they are un- 
faithful to their religion ; and if such inspiration does 
not exorcise the iniquity of oppressing the weak, their 
religion is of little worth. 

In pursuance of our work which events so clearly 
mark out for us, we use and trust our old instru- 
mentalities. We seek tu promote a correct public 
sentiment, aiid. inspire ^.eiil for yig'hteousness hi the 
hearts of the people, bv publishing and proclaiming 
the truth, and the just demands of the colored man. 
Our chief agency in this .vork io the National Anti: 
Slavery Standard, to sustain and circulate which our 
labors are priihcipaliy devoted. Of the copies of this 
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journal whioh we have oircuiated during the past year, 
a large number have been sent to Southf^^n men, and 
to teachers of the freedmen. Yfe receive frequent 
testimonies to the value and usefulness of the paper, 
from persons to whom it is sent. 

The Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Festival, held under 
the direction of our own and the State Society, was a 
pieadant and profitable reunion of abolitionists, and it 
resulted in pecuniary success. 

To all who are working, in our own or in other 
fields, heartily and faithfully, to complete the en- 
franchisement and promote the elevation of the 
millions for whom we labor, we cordially extend our 
fraternal greeting. In the work which remains to be 
done we press hopefully forward, encouraged by the 
rich experience of the past, the trophies of glorious 
victories all around us, and the brightness with which 
faith gilds the future. At the close of each year we 
mark the vacant places which the death-angel has 
made in our ranks. Of our own members, the oldest* 
and the youngest have passed away since our last 
anniversary. One whose fidelity to anti-slavery 
principles, and unabated interest in them, even in 
extreme age, will long be remembered by those who 
knew hek' well; and one who craved fcl^.e jO^i-i'vilege of 
lajiGg a child's oiiering or the altar of the slave's 
freedom. And the year has borne away from us 

■'^ Mrs. Eiizabtiti) Le B. Wright, 
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three faithful coadjutors who witnessed the inaugura- 
tion of our enterprise, and who, at nearly fourscore 
years of age, stood honored patriarchs in our ranks.* 
The memory of their disinterested and untiring labors 
for humanity are their monuments in our hearts. By 
tha death of one of these veterans of our ho8t,t the 
Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society has lost its be- 
loved and venerated President, with whose presence 
and counsels it has been blessed for so many years. 
The summons of his Lord found him at his post of 
duty, and he received it as a welcome to his home. 
While we deeply mourn our loss, we will cherish the 
great bequest of his Christian example. Of him it 
shall be remembered that, when the flying slave was 
hunted through our streets, his doors were ever open 
to shelter the poor outcast from sympathy ; that when 
the cupidity of the market-place and the cowardice 
of the church suffered Pennsylvania to be the hunting- 
ground of kidnappers, he was always found, steadfast 
and brave, by the side of the helpless victim, an 
earnest champion and sympathizing friend. To his 
large heart human suffering never appealed in vain. 
To his quick sense of justice the sophistry of wrong 
was clearly exposed, and in his presence selfishness 
arid meanness stood abasheti Walking in his steps, 
it is our.-j to finish the work which lie began and faith- 
fully continued. The hour of its consummation, we 

James Most, Isaae WissloW; Jacob Feirce- 



'U$M^f, is at hand. Then- shall mingle ^ith the ■ last 
n6te.^ f6f oiir jubilee song, fervent thanksgivings that 
'tspon ^iis was besfcowed the high privilege of being 
woirkers in the grandest aaoral reform of the nin6- 
t^enth century. 



■FliiladelpJua Female Anti-Slavery Society in Account with 
' ' • , Annie SuoEMAKERj STreasierer. 

2d mo., 1887. DR. 

To Subscriptioa to Nation&l Anti-Slavery Standard (50 

copies) $150 00 

" Donation to Pennsylvania Aati-Slavery Society....:. 100 00 

" Kent of room for Annual Meeting., 2 00 

" Rent cf room for Stated Meetings 9 00 

" Printing Annual Report 47 V5 

" Advertising Annual Meeting. 3 40 

" Expenses of Festival, Ist mo., 1867 8 00 

2d mo., 1838. Balance in Treasury. 318 06 

Total .' $838 21 

2d IPO., 1867. OR. 

By Balance in Treasury $408 21 

" Members' Subscriptions 71 00 

" Contribution from M. L. D o 4 00 

" Festivfii of 1st mo., 1867 , 5 00 

" "Festival of lltb mo., 1867 , 150 00 

Total $63fe 21. 

" The Fosfcivol was hold under the joint anopicea of the Peaasylvaoia 
Anti-Slavery Society and the Female Anti-Slavery Society; th& greater 
part of the proceaclo we?e (jivon directly to th^ Amspcr,^ 4Bti-S!OTOi5^ 



